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Wheat Farmers Urge Quick Passage of Pending FTAs

ARLINGTON, Virginia-- A statement from Wayne Hurst, president of the Nationa
Association of Wheat Growers and awheat farmer from near Burley, Idaho, and Don
Schieber, chairman of U.S. Wheat Associates and a wheat farmer from near Ponca
City, Okla.:

"U.S. wheat farmers were pleased to hear news Tuesday of a possible agreement that
would move forward the passage of three pending free trade agreements, and of
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus intention to hold mock mark-ups
of the measures on Thursday.

"All three of these pacts are important to wheat farmers who depend on exports to sdll
about half of the wheat we grow every year.

"The agreement with Colombiais particularly vital today because a free trade
agreement between Colombia and Canadais set to go into effect in mid-August. That
agreement would allow Canadian wheat to enter Colombia duty-free while leaving
dutieson U.S. wheat in place. Passing the U.S.-Colombia FTA will help prevent lost
sales estimated at $100 million each year in that important and growing market.

"We strongly believe these agreements have languished long enough and call once
again for their quick consideration and approval."
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Nondiscrimination and Alternate Means of Communications

U.S. Wheat Associates prohibits discrimination in al its programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, marital or family status, age,
disability, political beliefs or sexual orientation. Persons with disabilities who require
aternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact U.S. Wheat Associates at 202-463-0999 (TDD/TTY -
800-877-8339, or from outside the U.S.- 605-331-4923). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to Vice President of Finance, U.S. Wheat Associates, 3103 10th
Street, North, Arlington, VA 22201, or call 202-463-0999. U.S. Wheat Associatesis
an equal opportunity provider and employer.



