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SUPPCORT FOR THE U. S. - COLOMBI A FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

1. WHEREAS, President George W Bush transmtted inplenenting
| egislation to Congress for the United States-Col onbia Free
Trade Agreenent on April 7, 2008; and

2. WHEREAS, Col onbi an goods currently enter the U S. market
with fewtariffs while U S. goods entering Col onbia are
subject to tariffs at a level that create an uneven trade
rel ati onship and represent a barrier to the equitable
treatment of U. S. exports: and

3. WHEREAS, the U.S.-Col onbia Free Trade Agreenent wl |
provi de duty free market access for U S exports, and

i medi ate elimnation of duties on 53 percent of U S. trade
wi th Col onbi a; and

4. WHEREAS the elimnation of tariffs on U S. goods through
the U S -Col onbia Free Trade Agreenent will create a fairer
and nore bal anced trade relationship that will help the
U.S. agricultural, manufacturing and other sectors and
create jobs in the United States; and

5. WHEREAS, trade and econonm c devel opnent are a critical
bui | di ng bl ock for stable and secure denocracies, and

Col ombia is an inportant and val ued econom c and
geopolitical ally in the hem sphere; and
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6. WHEREAS, Colonbia is the |ongest standi ng denocracy in
South America, and the United States and Col onbi a have
shared a | ong and enduring friendship, a strong economc
partnershi p, and have been and continue to be close
strategic allies; and



7. WHEREAS, over the past decade the United States has
appropriated nmore than $5 billion in aid to Colonbia to
battle violent insurgents and curb the production of
illicit drugs; and

8. WHEREAS, the U.S.-Col onbia Free Trade Agreenent wl |
strengthen civil society and pronote continued econom c
grow h and greater stability in Col onbia, opening and
enhanci ng market opportunity for U S. producers of goods
and services; and

9. WHEREAS, cities and netropolitan areas are recogni zed as
t he engi nes of the national econony representing over 85
percent of the nation’s enploynent, incone and gross
donestic product, and trade liberalization provides
benefits to the nation’s cities in the formof increased
enpl oynent and revenues; and

10. WHEREAS, the total trade between the U. S and Col onbia for
2006 was estimated at $14.7 billion with inmports accounting
for $8.7 billion and exports at $6.04 billion; and

11. WHEREAS, 90 percent of Col onbi an exports already enter the
United States duty free as a result of the Andean Trade
Preferences Act of 1991; and

12. WHEREAS, the U. S.-Col onbia Free Trade Agreenent |evels the
playing field for U S. exporters and enhances conpetition,
nmoving this inmportant econom ¢ and geopolitical

rel ati onship beyond a one-way preference to reciprocal
commtnents and full partnership; and

13. WHEREAS, with passage of the U S. -Col onbia Free Trade
Agreenment, U. S. exports to Colonbia are projected to
i ncrease by over $1 billion; and

14. WHEREAS, the U. S.-Col onbia Free Trade Agreenent conmts the
United States and Col onbia to effectively enforce their own
donmestic environnental |aws and adopt, maintain and

i npl enent | aws, regul ations and ot her neasures to fulfill
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obligations under covered nultilateral environnental

agreenents; and

15. WHEREAS, under very difficult circunstances Col onbia' s
denocratical |l y-el ected governnment has taken excepti onal



steps to ensure the rule of |law, conbat narcotics
traffickers and the illicit drug trade and rein in
param litary groups, with the result that security has
i nproved greatly in Col onmbia since 2000; and

16. WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors has enjoyed a | ong
hi story of close relations with the cities and gover nnent

of Col onbia, lending their direct support for Plan Col onbi a
in 2000; and

17. WHEREAS, the National Hi spanic Caucus of State Legislators
adopted a resolution in support of the U S. -Col onbia Free
Trade Agreenent in Novenber of 2007; and

18. WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors has endorsed such
free trade agreenments in the past, including the U SAustralia
Free Trade Agreenent in 2003 and the U.S. -

Sout hern African Custons Union Free Trade Agreenent in

2004, and the U S. Congress recently ratified a free trade
agreenent with Peru in Decenber 2007 very simlar to that
proposed for Col onbi a,

19. NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors supports the speedy negotiation and
passage of the U.S.-Col onbia Free Trade Agreenent and
hereby affirnms to all nmenbers of the United States Congress
its strongest endorsenent of such an agreenent; and

20. BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be
provided to the President of the United States, the Chairs
and Ranking Menbers of the U S. Senate Finance and the U. S.
House Ways and Means Committees, the U S. Trade
Representative, the Secretary of Conmerce, the Secretary of
Labor and the Director of the Ofice of Managenent and
Budget .

Proj ected Cost: Unknown
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