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CEA Letter to Senate Finance Committee: Time to Implement Free Trade
Agreements

Arlington, Va., June 29, 2011 – Today, the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA)® sent the
following letter to the members of the Senate Finance Committee strongly urging them to vote in
favor of implementation of the Colombia, Panama and South Korea Free Trade Agreements during
the “mock mark up” of legislation taking place on Thursday, June 30:

Letter to U.S. Senate Finance Committee on the Free Trade Agreements with Korea, Colombia
and Panama

June 29, 2011

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

On behalf of over 2,000 American technology companies, we ask for your support of the legislation
to implement the Colombia, Panama and Korea Free Trade Agreements at tomorrow’s Finance
Committee mock mark-up.

These agreements are about American competitiveness and US jobs. The Administration estimates
that full implementation of the KORUS FTA alone would support up to 70,000 jobs in the United
States – other economists estimate even higher job gains.

Our delay in approving these FTAs has already inflicted serious costs on our economy and our
workers. U.S. companies have paid more than $17 billion in unnecessary tariffs to Colombia,
Panama and South Korea. More, according to the Peterson Institute for International Economics,
prompt approval of the Colombia and Korea free trade agreements would have saved 300,000
American jobs.

As we stand on the sidelines, the rest of the world surges forward, signing trade deals and locking
out US goods. On July 1, the EU and Korea will implement their FTA, immediately putting U.S.
companies at a disadvantage. Korea is also working on a free trade with Colombia. Meanwhile,
Panama is spending six billion dollars on improvements to the Panama Canal. Because Panama
already has free trade agreements with the EU and Canada, American firms will find it nearly
impossible to compete.

Further delay on these agreements will cause additional consequences that our economy is in no
shape to endure. I urge you to support the pending Free Trade Agreements, create a level, open new
markets for our exports, and help put Americans back to work.
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Sincerely,

Gary Shapiro
President & CEO
Consumer Electronics Association

About CEA:
The Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) is the preeminent trade association promoting growth in the

$186 billion U.S. consumer electronics industry. More than 2,000 companies enjoy the benefits of CEA membership,
including legislative advocacy, market research, technical training and education, industry promotion, standards
development and the fostering of business and strategic relationships. CEA also owns and produces the International
CES – The Global Stage for Innovation. All profits from CES are reinvested into CEA’s industry services. Find CEA
online at www.CE.org and www.Innovation-Movement.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 CEO Summit and Board Retreat

October 1-3, 2011, Stresa, Lake Maggiore, Italy
 CEA TechHome Mediterraneo 100 Summit

October 3-5, 2011, Stresa, Lake Maggiore, Italy

 Digital Hollywood Fall
October 17-20, 2011, Marina Del Ray, CA

 CEA Industry Forum
October 23-28, 2011, San Diego, CA

 CES New York Press Preview featuring CES
Unveiled @ NY
November 8, 2011, New York, NY

 Digital Hollywood New York City
November 15-17, 2011, New York, NY

 Future of Television East
November 18, 2011, New York, NY

 2012 International CES
January 10-13, 2012, Las Vegas, NV
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